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Dear New Motorist,

As Governor, a parent, and now a grandparent, it is extremely important to me that every time you get behind the wheel

of a motor vehicle, safety is your number one priority. Driving is a privilege, and with it comes the responsibility of
protecting yourse If and those around you. Traffic laws and the rules of the road exist to keep us all safe. By learning and
following these rules, you significantly increase the likelihood of arriving home safely.

Rhode Island is a beautiful state, and driving is not on ly a means of transportation but also a great way to explore the
scenic landscapes and everything our great state has to offer. However, it is crucial to minimize our distractions while

driving. Taking your eyes off the road for a phone call or a text mess age can have severe consequences, and no
notification is worth endangering your life and the lives of those around you.

Now, more than ever, we should practice safe driving and encourage others to do the same. Driving under the influence
of drugs or alco hol is irresponsible and illegal, putting not only your life at risk but also the lives of others. Drowsy driving
has proven to be extremely dangerous and should be avoided at all costs. Remember to wear your seat belt, as it is the
single most effective s tep you can take to protect yourself in a crash. Make sure your family members buckle up and
children are securely fastened in the appropriate car seat for their size. It is also essential to adhere to speed limits, as

we know most serious crashes involve excessive speed.

ltds also i mportant to remember that you are not the only driver
world, you cannot control what other people do. Be vigilant and cautious of other drivers because not everyone is
re sponsible, alert, or follows the rules.

Your actions on the road can shape the future of driving. By prioritizing safety every time you take the wheel, you have

the power to lead a generation of responsible drivers. The State of Rhode Island is here to su pport you on every step of
your driving journey. Together, we can foster a safe driving culture and ensure a bright future for Rhode Island.

L)

Daniel J. McKee
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Organ Donation Saves Lives

When you apply for your license, you will
have an opportunity to register as a donor.

Saying N Y e scan save a life!

Fact: Saying fi Y e sodonation will not affect your medical care.
Fact: There is no cost to the donor or their family for donation to take place.

Fact: Al major religions support organ and tissue donation or view it as an
individual s deci si on.

Fact: In the United States, it is illegal to buy or sell organs for transplantation.

You Have the Power to Donate Life!

For more information, please visit

www.DonatelifeRI.org
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RIDMVY

Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles

The Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) is a governmental agency within the Department

of Revenue for the  State of Rhode Island. Under the direction of the Administrator
(ARegistraro), the Division administers motor v
specifically Motor Vehicle Titling, Registration and Licensing Laws, Transportation

Safety Laws, Motor Ve hicle Franchise Dealer and Manufacturer laws, and other Motor

Vehicle -related laws and regulations as directed by the Registrar for the State of Rhode

Island. The division is responsible for motor vehicle registration, testing and licensing
of motor vehicl e operators, inspection of motor vehicles, enforcement of laws relating
tot he i ssuance, suspension, and revocation of mo
license s, and administration of the motor vehicle insurance law s.
E -
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

OF RHODE ISLAND

CCRI i s New Englandés | argest comprehensive con
nearly 18,000 students enrolled in credit classes each semester and thousands more

in non -credit workforc e and personal enrichment classes. CCRI has full -service
campuses in Warwick, Lincoln, Providence, Newport County, and satellite campuses

in Westerly and  Woonsocket .

The Community College of Rhode Island is responsible for the administration of the
majorit y of the traffic safety education programs in Rhode Island that provide services

to nearly 20,000 residents annually. Under the auspices of the Rhode Island Office of
Postsecondary Commissioner , the college operates the statewide Driver Education and
Motorcy c | e safety progr ams ; manages t he stateds

programs, Alcohol Education ¢ ourse and the Defensive  Driving course; and
administers the School Bus Driver Road test. The college also provides classroom

trainingand recerti fication for Rhode I slandds School
For information on any of these programs, contact CCR Digsion of Workforce
Partnerships at 401 -825-1214 or visit our Web site at www.ccri.edu/cwce
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LITTERING-WHILEDRINING @7

Litter is a serious environmental problem that harms animals, people, and waterways, and costs millions of dollars

each year to clean up. Motorists who discard garbage out of vehicle windows are a primary source of litter. The
most common item discarded by motorists is cigarette butts, which take decades to degrade. Fast-food containers
are also commonly discarded. Penalties for littering  can include high fines, community service, and jail time.

Instead of tossing trash out of our vehicle, put it in a trash bag, and empty it at home or in a trash can along the
road. For smokers, use a portable ashtray, car ashtray, or container with a secure top.  Consider participating in a
community cleanup program to help keep roadways and your neighborhoods clean.

MESSAGE TO THE READER

Read this Driver 6s Itkomtainsa Wwealthafinforimatibnl that.you will need to know to be a safe and
courteous driver. The information on the Rl DMV Knowledge exam  and the Driver Skills test is covered in this
manual.

Once you have obtained your dr iuval&hei youtanfingineasdy,andketeetpit. t h i sPleasa n
readon. ..

PLEASE NOTE

Effective July 3, 2007, per Public Law 2006, Chapter 246, Article 7, Relating to Debt Management Act Joint
Resolutions, Section 4, the Division of Motor Vehicles instituted a technology surcharge applicable to all DMV
transactions for which a fee is typically charged. Effective July 1, 2013, Rhode Island licenses and motor vehicle
registrations are subject to surcharges as part of the Transportation Investment and Debt Reduction Act of 2011.
Please be advised that the fees may be subject to these surcharges.

PLEASE NOTE

A non -refundable fee and technology surcharge  will be charged on all operator road skills tests conducted by the
Division of Motor ~ Vehicles. Aroad skills test may be scheduled at the time of the computerized knowledge exam

or by making a Reservation online. Please referto www.dmv.ri.gov _ for reservations, RIDMV locations and the most
up-to-date fee table .

This manual is co -produced by Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles, the Community College of Rhode Island,

Driver Education Program, the Rhode Island State Police, and the Rhode Island Department of Transportation as

a guideline for the user to develop helpful procedures for safe and law -abiding driving skills. ~ While the manual

contains a great deal of useful information about state laws and driving procedures, this is not a legal document.
For up-to-date changes in laws, fees, and procedures, log onto to www.dmv.ri.gov  or www.rilin.state.ri.us
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A MESSAGE FROM THE DOT DIRECTOR

Dear Future Drivers,

Myname is Peter Alviti, Jr. and | am the Director of RI
assume that | write this letter because i t rdysjob to assure everyone that our roads and bridges

are built for safe driving and because | lead the charge for D OTd6s highway safety i
Certainly that is undeniable. More importantly | write this letter because | care, because | am a

father, a grandfather, a husband, and a friend. The people | invest in drive on our roads, walk

on our streets, bike on our b ike paths, and use public transportation. We all have people who

care about us, who invest in us, and who want us to succeed and to be safe.

We at the Department of Transportation want you to succeed as you progress through the process

of becoming an educ ated , safe and responsible driver. That is why we support the Department of
Motor Ve hi cwed# @esigned Dr i v é€&dudasion program and manual. Please use the tools you
receive through this program to gain the knowledge you will need to become a licensed Rhode

Island driver. Once you obtain your permit, we suggest that you take time to gain numerous and
well monitored, behind  -the -wheel driving experience . A good driver knows and respects the rules

of theroad. A good driver follows posted speed limits. A good driver is never impaired by alcohol

or any other drug. A good driver always wears  their seatbelt and only allows seatbelt fastened

passengers in their vehicle. A good driver does not text and drive and they do not check their
electronic communication device messages.
A PREPARED driver understands that driving is not only about operating a vehicle. A PREPARED

driver understands that they must respect pedestrians and other motorists. A PREPARED driver
recognizes that their behavior on the road impacts others. A PREPARED driver knows that there
are people who need them to return home safe and alive, so they make good choices to protect
themselves and others. And a PREPARED driver knows that driving in Rhode Island is a privilege,

not a right, and they honor that privilege by gaining driving knowledge, practicing their driving

skills, and respecting o thers who use our roadways.

| know youwill be a PREPAREDdriver . Dr i v edusafion is crucial for that preparedness . Motor
vehicle crashes is the leading cause of death for all 157 20-year -olds. That is the truth we at the

Rl DOT recognize and it is the truth that drives us to support R 6ysung driver education
programs. Each of you deserves the right to grow into a safe and responsible driver . We are
honored to support that right and to do all we can to help you remain safe, alive, and injury free.

Stay Safe and Make Good Decisions,
Peter Alviti, Jr., P.E.

Director
Rhode Island Department of Transportation
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A MESSAGE FROM THE DMV ADMINISTRATOR:

Welcome,

Obtaining a dr i ver tnemordble cexperienee. i slt isaa symbol of
independence and gives us the opportunity to become productive members of society
and no longer rely on others to get to school, work, or appointments.

But having adr i v édcen3es comes with a high degree of respo nsibility and personal
accountability.  When you get behind the wheel and drive around our great State, and
elsewhere, itis YOUR responsibility to do so in a manner that ensures your safety,

that of your passengers, and the public at large.

This Manual is designed to help you get your license by explaining the application
process, types of permits and licenses, and the driver skills test requirements. It also is
a wealth of information on various topics such as basic driving skills, safety rules,  signs,
and markings, driving emergencies, and driving under the influence, to name a few.

While the Manual will help you prepare for the knowledge exam it will be up to you to
practice and develop safe driving habits, not only as you prepare to get your license
but every time you drive.

Please remember to always buckle up, d o ndrihk and drive, and d o nt@xt and drive
T it really can wait!

Good luck! | wish you many years of safe driving.

MW
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. Appl ying For a Rhode I sl and
License

Rhode Island has a graduated licensing system for persons under age eighteen (18) wishing to drive a motor
vehicle. The three levels of the graduated licensing system are: Learner instructional permit , Learner
provisional license and f ul | oper at or Jheydreideseribes below.

A. Before® Getting: a Limited| Learnerr Permit

What do | do first if | want to get my Limited Learner Permit?

If you are between the ages of sixteen (16) and eighteen (18), there are two (2) requirements you must complete
before you can get  your Limited Learner Permit.

First : You must pass an accredited thirty -three (33) hour classroom driver education class.
Second : You must pass a computerized knowledge exam administered by the Division of Motor Vehicles ( A DMV 0 ) .

NOTE: All applicants who take the thirty -three (33) hour driver education course with CCRI take the RI DMV
Knowledge examination (Permit test) through CCRI.  Applicants must successfully complete the course and pass
the exam, to apply for their  Limited Learner Permit.

If you are over the age of eighteen (18), you are not required to attend the classroom course, but you must take
the computerized  knowledge exam

How and where do | enroll in a driver education class?

Contact the Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI) at 401-825-1214 or go online at: www.ccri.edu/cwce
Click on Rhode Island Driver Education Program for information about locations or dates and times of classes. For
your convenience,  registrations must be completed online and submitted with a credit card payment. The fee for

Driver Education classes is $120.00. You will be required to bring the following items to the first day of class:
proof of identity and age (birth certificate, state issued identification card, passport, resident alien card, etc.).
Photocopies of these documents are not acceptable

AAA Driving School : northeas t.aaa.com/driving -school/ri.html
Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI) . www.ccri.edu/workforce/transportation/DriverEd.html
*  Applicants who completed the driver -education class offered by CCRI have the option of taki ng the RI DMV

knowledge exam (permit test) through the college.

Labonte's Auto School : www.labontesautoschool.com/
Newport County Driving School : newportcountydrivingschool.com
Roberson's Turning Point : Roberson's Turning Poi _nt

Can | take the driver education course before the age of 16?

Although you cannot obtain a Limited Learner Permit from the DMV until you are sixteen (16), you are eligible to
register for a driver education class when you are between fifteen (15) and upto twenty -two (22) years of age,
provided you will be at least fifteen years and ten (10) months old on the first day of class .

Who must take the knowledge exam ?

First -time applicants (and those who fail ~ the RI DMV knowledge exam through CCRI) must take the  computerized
examination at the main office of the DMV in Cranston. The computerized  knowledge exam has a 90 -minute
maximum and consist of forty ~ (40) multiple choice questions . An online Reservation is required . Licensed
applicants from other states are exempt from taking the exam but must turn in their out -of-state licenses for

10
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cancellation.

How do | prepare for the knowledge exam ?

The computerized knowledge exam  questions are based on the motor vehicle laws and the rules of the road.
Applicants should study this manual to prepare for the knowledge exam . The exam is available in other languages
upon request.

1 CCRI is a state supported agency and therefore, fees are subject to change.

B. Limited:! Learner Permit

How do | get my Limited Learner Permit?

The Limited (Learner ) Instructional Permit is a preliminary license for persons learning to drive and who have
passed the computerized knowledge exam and who are under the age of eighteen (18)

You may apply for a Limited Learner Permit at the DMV. Applicants for permits must show:

y A certified birth certificate, an active passport, Rhode Island/government identification  card, ora
resident alien card (photocopies are not acceptable ).

y A driver education certificate of completion of thirty -three (33) hours (if you are under eighteen (18)
years of age ).

y  Permit fee (Please referto DMV fee table forupdate d fee).Fees can be paid by cash, check (no third -party
checks accepted), creditcard or money order .

y  Two (2) p roofs of Rhode Island residency.

Yy Application for Limited Learner Permit (LI-1form ).

Yy Parent, legal guardian (court documentation must be presented), licensed foster parent (DCYF
documentation must be presented), or adult spouse must accompany you to the DMV. This adult person
must be a resident of Rhode Island and qualified to be a supervising driver (as described below). NOTE:
A parent who does not hold a valid Rhode Island license can sign the application for a child who is under
eighteen (18) years old but must be seated in the back seat during practice driving. Does not

qualify as a supervising driver.

See Appendix G (Identific  ation Requirements and Acceptable Documents) for detailed information about which
documents are required and what types of documents are acceptable.

A supervising driver must be a licensed driver who has been licensed to drive for at least five (5) years and must
be twenty -one (21) years of age or older.

All applicants must take a vision test or submit a Vision Examination Card, signed by an ophthalmologist or
optometrist. If you normally wear contact lenses or corrective lenses to see at a distance, you must wear them
at the time of your vision test. Your vision must be at least 20/40 with corrected lenses.

The application of any person under the age of eighteen (18) years for a limited Learner permit,a limited
provisional license, orafu Il operator's license shall be signed and verified before a person authorized to
administer oaths,  or by one or more of the following individuals: the father, mother, guardian, adult husband or

wife, or licensed foster parent, and, who is a resident of this state and qualified to be a supervising driver
pursuant to 31 -10-6.1. Inthe event there is no parent, guardian, or licensed foster parent who meets these
requirements, then, in accordance with 31 -10-14, another responsible adult who is wi lling to assume the
obligation required by a person signing an application for a minor imposed under 31-10-1 through 31-10-33
may sign the application.

What does a Limited Learner Permit allow me to do?

With a Limited Learner Permit, you can practice driving under the supervision of a properly licensed driver who has

held a license for at least five (5) years and is twenty -one (21) years of age or older. The licensed driver must be
seated beside you at all times and be readyt o take control of the vehicle in an emergency. The licensed driver is
legally responsible for any driving violation you may commit. You must wear a safety belt as required by law unless

you provide the DMV with a physi ci an éarsa sdfety belt r medicalddasorsst i n \LLy ou ¢
passengers must wear a safety belt or be in a child restraint system as required by law.

11
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Practice makes perfect. The more time s you practice with a supervising driver, the more likely you will learn and
correct any unsafe driving habits . Practice driving in different conditions and a variety of roadways. Try to enjoy
the learning process with your supervising driver . Driving is a privilege towards independence.

How long must | drive with a Limited Instructional Permit?

You must hold a Learner Instructional Permit for at least six (6) months before you can take a Rhode Island DMV
driving skills test

How long is a Limited Learner Permit valid?

The permit is valid until the permit holder turns 18 years of age. This permit can be renewed a maximum of two (2)
times. Once a permit has been expired for more than two years, it can longer be renewed. If you reach the age of
eighteen (18) before holding a Limited Learne r& Permit for one (1) year, you may apply for a full learner & permit .

C.

When can | get a Learner Provisional License?
In order to get this license, you must:

1. Have held for at least six (6) months a Limited Learner Permit issued by the DMV.

2. Not h ave been convicted of a motor vehicle moving violation or a safety belt infraction during the previous
six (6) months.

3. Have passed the driving skillstest administered by the DMV.

4. Present a statement signed by a parent or guardian stating that you have completed a minimum of fifty (50)
hours of driving experience with a supervising driver with ten (10) of those hours at night.

What is the driving skills test?

An applicant fora  Learner & Provisional License or a first license must pass a driving skills test administered by a
DMV examiner.  You must provide the automobile to be used in the test. It must be a vehicle registered in Rhode
Island and the registered owner or the spouse of the owner must be present in the vehicle. If the owner is not
present, a notarized letter from the owner giving permission to use the vehicle for this purpose must be presented
to the DMV examiner. In addition, the vehicle must be actively inspected and insured.

How do | apply for the driving skills test?
Once a Limited Learner Permit is issued, you should begin to practic e driving , with a supervising driver. Be sure

to schedule your  Driving Skills test with the DMV before the one (1) year Limited Learner Permit expires . To
schedule a Reservation for your  driving skills test, go to www.dmv.ri.gov

What is covered on the driving skills test?

The test includes pre -driving procedures,  maneuverability test, parallel parking, three -point turnabout, backing
maneuver, and other common driving experiences. If you fail the driving skills test, you must reschedule your test
and take it again.

The following are reasons for immediate failure of a driving test:

Seat belt violation (driver and/or passenger)

Stop Sign Violation

Running over curb or cone with one or more wheels
Intervention by passenger (verbal or Physical Intervention)
Collision wi th barrier

Any dangerous action

s s ss

Who must take the driving skills test?

All first -time applicants must take the driving skills testt. Per sons with a valid driverds
are not required to take the driving test.

Preparing for the Driving Skills Test
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